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JuvenalI for instance, were really men banished from the
synagogue, suffering the penalty of excommunication, and
therefore merely on the fringe of the community proper. This
is perhaps supported by the fact that within the community
itself there existed certain societies for mutual assistance in
which men of the same profession were banded together, so
much so that, whenever a Jewish traveller presented himself at
the synagogue, he was at once asked his trade and was then
referred to the professional association which was responsible
for him. Here we may indeed detect an analogy to the pagan
colleges, and at the same time one of the most characteristic
traits of Jewish solidarity.
As for the maintenance of national unity, this was achieved
in the following manner :
 (1)	Jerusalem remained an object of reverence, and frequent
pilgrimages secured contact with it on the part of the community
living in the Diaspora.    Josephus (B. J., vi, 9, 3) speaks of some
two and a half million pilgrims, and even of three millions
(J3.J., ii, 14, 3), gathered together for the Passover in the Holy
City, shortly before the Great Rebellion of a.d. 66.    The figure
is certainly exaggerated, but at least suggests an imposing multi-
tude.    Philo 2 says that thousands of Jews flocked to the Temple
from thousands of cities.
 (2)	Every Jew from the age of twenty and upwards paid an
annual tax to the Temple.    A special delegation, rigorously
protected by Roman Law, carried this holy money (leoa %or^ara)
to Jerusalem year by year.3
 (3)	All the Jews owed submission and obedience, in theory,
to the head of the nation in Palestine.    The Roman State
assented to this.4   The Jewish population of Babylon and Persia
likewise acknowiedged this obligation.5
By these means, then, constant contact was maintained
between the utmost bounds of the Jewish world and its centre.
After the destruction of Jerusalem, the link was forged once
more in the person of the Nasi\ or Patriarch of Tiberias, the
religious head of Israel, and by the institution of apostles
(apostoli), or regular envoys, who represented him throughout
the Diaspora, and acted on his behalf as overseers of the religious
life, watching over the regular observance of the ritual and
collecting taxes, etc.6 At the time with which we are concerned
it was the Sanhedrin which was recognized by the Jews of the
Dispersion as the principal symbol of their unity.
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